
Reading at Holt House

What are all of the 
different books? 

Why has phonics 
changed?

When should I 
be changing my 
child’s book?

How can I help 
my child with 
their reading?



Storytime Books

• These are the books that are laid out on the tables in 
your child’s classroom every morning. 

• They are for families and carers to read to children, so 
they do not need to contain words that your child can 
read.

• This is a self-led system – whenever you or your child 
would like to exchange your Storytime book please put 
it back on a table and help yourself to a replacement. 

• If your child starts the day in Smart Kids, their class 
teacher will ask them if they would like to choose a 
different Storytime book. 





Helps children to 
develop a love of 

reading from an early 
age

Gives children an understanding of the 
structure of stories and the language 
used (this can benefit their writing)

Develops vocabulary

Develops listening 
and comprehension 
skills

Gives children an opportunity to listen to stories that are 
more advanced than those that they can read.

… and most importantly is a relaxing, engaging activity for your child!

How is this helping my child?



Storytime at School
• At the end of each day, children have  

Storytime at school. The class gather to listen 
to a different story each week.  



Teaching Your Child to Read



My Reading Book

• At the start of a child’s reading journey they 
will be learning the sounds made by each 
letter and how to blend sounds to read words. 
At this stage children will be provided with a 
‘My Reading Book’ to take home. 







Monster Phonics Book
• Once children can read simple sentences with CVC 

words, they will be given a book from the Monster 
Phonics scheme instead of a My Reading Book. 

• These books are linked to the sounds that your child 
has been learning in phonics. 

• You do not need to change these books – your child’s 
class teacher will do this once a week, at the end of the 
Guided Reading session.

• We want children to keep these books for a week, and 
read them regularly so that they can develop fluency. 



What is Monster Phonics?
Monster Phonics is a scheme to help English (reading and writing) to be taught in a fun 
and simple way. 

26 letters

44 different 
sounds or 

phonemes. 

144 graphemes (for example 
the sound ‘A’ is spelt 8 different 

ways)

eigh (eight) 

ay (play)ai (train) a_e (make) 

a (apron) ei (vein)ey (grey) 

ea (great) 



• Monster phonics groups each sound (phoneme)into 10 simple areas, represented 
by a character.  

• Each monster has a colour which is used to represent their sounds. 

• This means children can recognise the monsters and the colour associated with 
the sound which helps them to spell, read and write. 

• There are also actions linked to the different monsters. 



Actions (on YouTube if you search for ‘Monster 
Phonics actions’)



https://monsterphonics.com/look-inside-our-reading-books/

https://monsterphonics.com/look-inside-our-reading-books/




Beyond Monster Phonics
• Once children are confident, fluent reader of words with all 

of the graphemes taught in Year One, they stop taking 
home Monster Phonics books.

• They then take home a ‘book band’ book, from the system 
used previously at school.

• After this children move onto ‘Free Reading’ where they 
can choose from a selection of none-levelled books. 

• At this point we are encouraging children to read widely 
from a range of genres. The class teacher will give children 
an opportunity to change their book every week at the end 
of Guided Reading but books can be changed more 
regularly by children/parents if needed. 



Comprehension
• Comprehension is also an important part of learning to read, 

and this is covered in school through Guided Reading lessons 
and our shared text (linked to literacy, i.e. The Magic 
Paintbrush for this half term).

• At home you can help to develop your child’s comprehension 
by asking them questions to see if they understand what they 
have read. To support this, please encourage rereading of 
sentences where your child needed to sound out a number of 
the words.



Storytime books

Read to your child so they can 
access books beyond their own 
reading level. 

My Reading
Learning letter sounds and to read CVC words

Reading at Holt House
A Summary

Free Reading
Reading a wider range of books (not from a set 
scheme. For very confident readers.

Reading books

Monster Phonics
Once simple sentences can be read

Book band 
For readers who are confident reading words 
with all Y1 graphemes



• If you are able to help out by being a reading 
volunteer at school, please ask for a Volunteer 
Form.

• If you have any unwanted books that you 
could donate to add to our Storytime Book 
selection, we would be very grateful.



• https://monsterphonics.com/games/


